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Are You Thinking What I’m Thinking? – 
Conversational Pragmatics and Theory of Mind for 
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Summary 
 

In the drive to ensure that children learn all the information 
they need to succeed in the education system, we sometimes 
lose sight of the strong social context for most of our 
communication with one another. This session revisits the 
development of communicative pragmatics, and Theory of 
Mind, and provides participants with strategies for enriching 
their interaction with children so that everyone experiences 
satisfying, creative, and mutually enjoyable conversations. 
We will cover some background information, observe video 
clips, and think about the topic though practical exercises and 
discussion.  
 
The session will include a presentation supported by video 
examples, interactive exercises and discussion, and some 
practical tasks. 

Outcomes 

At completion of this course attendees will 
1. Assess the development of pragmatics and theory 

of mind firmly in the context of spoken language 
acquisition at every stage 

2. Discuss the crucial role played by adult input to 
conversation with children who use hearing 
technology 

3. Apply the development of pragmatics and adult 
conversational input to practice and establish 
enriched strategies for interacting with children in 
home, classroom and therapy session 

4. Participants will gain enhanced observation skills 
through guided video review, allowing them to 
better identify and target specific aspects of 
listening and social communication during play, 
stories and conversation. 

Agenda 

   8:00am-9:00am      Registration  /  Light Breakfast Provided 

   9:00am-10:00am   Introduction  

 Pragmatics & TOM from Babyhood Onwards 

 Effect of Hearing Impairment on 

       Conversational Skills 

   10:00am-11:00am   Video Observations and Discussion 

   Adult Conversational Input 

   11:00am-11:20am   BREAK 

   11:20am-12:20pm   The Role of Play and Stories 

   Practical Exercises 

   12:20pm-1:20pm     Video Examples 

    Literature and Resources 
 

As always, professionals and families are welcome 
participants in this learning experience. 

 

Montclair State University 
Dept. of Communication Sciences and Disorders 

1515 Broad Street 
Bloomfield, New Jersey  07003 

(Off Campus Audiology / 
Speech Language Pathology Facility) 

 

 

This conference is offered for 
4 LSLS CEUs 

 

 

This conference is offered for 
0.4  AAA CEUs 

 

 
NJ AG Bell would like to thank 

The Children’s Hearing Institute for its support! 

Financial Disclosure relative to Are You Thinking What I’m Thinking? – 
Conversational Pragmatics and Theory of Mind for Children with Hearing 
Loss, Parents, Therapists and Teachers:  Tyszkiewicz will receive an 
honorarium for this presentation. 

Non-Financial Disclosure: No relevant non-financial relationship exists. 

 

This course is also approved for 4 contact hours of 
continuing education toward New Jersey state license 
renewal for speech-language pathology. The Speech-
Language Pathology program is recognized as a NJ 
Educational Service Provider. 

 

Parking: 
Parking is available in a large lot directly in front of 1515 
Broad St., Bloomfield, NJ.  
 

Registration: 
Please send in the registration form and payment by 
Monday, November 13, 2017.  Requests for refunds must be 
made in writing and received by Thursday, November 16, 
2017. A $5.00 administrative charge will be deducted from 
your refund.  If you have any questions, contact Dr. Pamela 
Paskowitz by phone, (908) 508-0011 or e-mail, 
info@summitspeech.org. 
 

Special Accommodations:  
CART will be provided. If an attendee requires any other 
accommodation, please contact Dr. Pamela Paskowitz by 
phone, (908) 508-0011 or e-mail, info@summitspeech.org 

by Monday, October 30
th  

 
 

 

 

Elizabeth Tyszkiewicz currently works as an independent trainer 
and mentor in Auditory Verbal Therapy. Until September 2016, 
Elizabeth was a member of the Midlands Hearing Implant 
Programme (Children’s Service) in Birmingham, UK. As well as 
delivering services to children and their families, she was 
involved in the development of training and mentoring for 
professionals or parents who wish to develop skills in Auditory 
Verbal Therapy, both in the UK and overseas. Elizabeth has a 
background in education and audiology. She developed the 
children’s cochlear implant service at Manchester Royal 
Infirmary, and has also worked for Auditory Verbal UK, (AVUK), 
a highly specialized charitable organization delivering AVT 
services and training.  Elizabeth’s interests include the 
development of thinking skills and theory of mind through 
spoken language in children who use hearing aids or cochlear 
implants, and the exploration of optimal ways to deliver training 
to learner therapists as they develop their practice. 

The Children's Hearing Institute is approved by the American 
Academy of Audiology to offer Academy CEIs for this activity. The 
program is worth a maximum of 0.4 CEUs. Academy approval of 
this continuing education activity is based on course content only 
and does not imply endorsement  of course content, specific 
products, or clinical procedure, or adherence of the event to the 
Academy's Code of Ethics. Any views that are presented are those 
of the presenter/CE Provider and not necessarily of the American 
Academy of Audiology.  

 

Register early! 
Weõre looking forward to seeing you. 

 
 

ASHA CEUs are awarded by the ASHA CE Registry upon receipt of 
the CEU Participant Form from the ASHA Approved CE Provider.  This 
course will earn 4 contact hours.  Participants who arrive more than 15 
minutes after the start of the activity or who leave more than 15 
minutes before the end of the activity will not be eligible for CE credit. 

This program is offered for .4 ASHA CEUs (Intermediate Level, Professional Area). 
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